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ASYMPTOMATIC HYPOGASTRIC 
ARTERIOVENOUS FISTULA DETECTED 

40 YEARS AFTER SHOTGUN INJURY

IMAGES IN SURGERY
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84-year-old male, with a history of firearm inci-
dent with accidental gunshot shooting, and multiple 
projectile injuries, 40 years prior. No advanced medical 
treatment was required at the time.

A CT was recently performed for unrelated rea-
sons, and the scout view shows multiple projectiles, a 
total of 50, scattered in the thoracoabdominopelvic re-
gion as well as the lower limbs. CT angiography exposed 

Figure 1 CT’s scout view of the multiple projectiles scattered.

 T angiography’s axial view of the projectile ad-
jacent to an arteriovenous fistula and associated 
dilation of the superior gluteal vein

an arteriovenous fistula in posterior branches of the hy-
pogastric artery with moderate dilations of the superior 
gluteal vein. 

The patient was completely asymptomatic and 
had no findings suggestive of AVF-related cardiac failure. 
Physical examination was unremarkable. Conservative 
treatment without further imagiological follow-up was 
decided, if patient continued asymptomatic.

Figure 2


