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65 year-old man, admitted in ICU 
post cardiac surgery. Pleural drains removed 
in postoperative. Chest radiography showed 
bilateral pneumothorax, apparently exten-
sive, needing drainage, with no clinical cor-
relation. Exam repeated in better technical 
conditions eliminating skin folds: it confirms 
small pneumothorax with no need of pleural 
drainage, avoiding an invasive technique. 

Figure 1 Chest radiography post bilateral pleural drains removal.

Figure 2 Chest radiography with skin folds removal highlighting small 
pneumothorax. 


